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CONPIDENTIAL OSLO 1464 

LIMDIS 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS NATO BE NO 

SUBJECT: REPLACEMENT AIRCRAPT POR F-104 

REF: OSLO 1440 

1. 1 FOUND OPPORTUNITY AT NATO ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION 
LUNCHEON TO DISCUSS LATEST DEVELOPMENT (REFTEL) 

WITH DEPENSE MINISTER FOSTERVOLL. HE TOLD ME THAT 

HE HAD DISCUSSED THE POSSIBLE IMMINENT BELGIAN 
DECISION WITH THE NETHERLANDS DEFENSE MINISTER 
VREDELING. IT HAD BEEN AGREED VREDELING WOULD BE THE 
ONE TO CONTACT THE BELGIANS RATHER THAN POSTERVOLL 
WHOSE POSITION ON THIS QUESTION WAS ALREADY VERY 
CLEAR AND THEREFORE MORE LIKELY TO BE DISCOUNTED. 
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VREDELING HAD ACCORDINGLY SENT HIS BELGIAN COUNTERPART 
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A MESSAGE TELLING HIM DISCREETLY TO "COOL IT," THAT 
THIS WAS A MATTER WHICH MUST BE DISCUSSED BY THE 
LOUR DEFENSE MINISTERS. 

2. EOSTERVOLL TOLD ME WITH SOME EEELING THAT IE THE 
EUROGROUP IS UNABLE TO MAKE A JOINT DECISION ON 
REPLACEMENT AIRCRAET, THEN NATO IS INDEED IN SERIOUS 

TROUBLE. BYRNE 
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